>. New York Chinese Merchants Oppose
Renewal of Chinese Exclusion Act, 1892

1o the American People, Friends of Humanity:

We, the members of the Chinese Equal Rights League in the United States, who
have adopted this country and its customs in the main, are at this moment engaged
in a perilous struggle in which our dearest rights as men and residents are involved.
Doubtless the reading public is acquainted with the fact that during the last session
of the Fifty-second Congress, a Bill was passed, styled the “Geary Bill” or “Chinese
Registration Act,” in which the attempt is made to humiliate every Chinaman. re-
gardless of his moral, intellectual and material standing in the community, neither

From Appeal of the Chinese Equal Rights League 10 the People of the United States Jor Egualiry of
Manhood (pamphlet) (New York: Chinese Equal Rights League, 1892), 2-3; reprinted in Racism, Dis-
sent, and Asian Americans from 1850 1o the Present: A Documentary History, ed. Philip S. Foner and
Daniel Rosenberg (Westport, Conn. Greenwood Press, 1993), 118-120.



ern-
I be
hem
ther

e o

dto

vho
ged
red.
ion
iese

re-
her

v of
Dis-
and

Confronting Immigration Exclusion, 18605 920¢ 107

his fong residence in the country is considered. By tf
criminating between foreign residents from different countries has traversed and
contraversed the fundamental principles of common law.

As residents of the United States we claim
nationalities, and believe we should have th
the principles of common humanity
inhuman measure is a blot upon the

1is mean and unjust Act dis-

a common manhood with all other

at manhood recognized according to

and American freedom. This monstrous and

civilization of the Western World. and is des-

tined to retard the progress already made by the good peopl
Eastin art, science, commerce and religion.

We appeal to the humane, liberty-loving sentiment of the American people. who
are lovers of equal rights and even-handed justice, a people from who sprung such
Hustrious characters as Washington, Jefferson, Clay, Sumner, lastly Lincoln. the cii-
zen of the world, the friend of humanity and the champion of freedom: such illustrions
warriors as Sherman. Sheridan. Logan and Grant, whose deeds of valor in the cause
of freedom are to be seen in the grand march of American development—a devel-
opment which merits the emulation of the nations of the earth. Must this growth be
retarded simply on account of the doings of a misguided element who have suffered
their feelings to control feason, encouraging a prejudice fiendish in its nature and
purpose against a class of people who are industrious, law-abiding and honest? Can
there be found a more inoffensive class in the body politic? not that we are cowards,
but because we believe that mildness and simplicity should be the controling element
in the character of a great man as well as in a great race of people. We have and are
still paying our portion of government taxation, thereby assisting in supporting the
Government, and thereby sharing an equal part in the support of the nation.

We love and admire the Government, and look with joy to her instrumentality
in promoting every good and just cause among men, to her unwavering love of
human rights, to her glorious efforts for the advancement of human happiness.

We, therefore, appeal for an equal chance in the race of |
home—a large number of us have spent almost our entire |
claim no other but this as ours. Our motto is “Character and fimess should be the re-
quirement of all who are desirous of becoming citizens of the American Republic.”

We feel keenly the disgrace unjustly and maliciously heaped upon us by a cruel
Congress. That for the purpose of prohibiting Chinese immigration more than one
hundred thousand honest and respectable Chinese residents should be made 1o wear
the badge of disgrace as ticket-of-leave men in your penitentiaries: that they should
be tagged and branded as a whole lot of cattle for the slaughter: that they should be

seen upon your streets with tearful eves and heavy hearts, objects of scorn and public
ridicule. No! We do not believe it, that so great a people as the Americans would con-
Sent o so small a principle toward a mere handful of defenceless men.

Our interest is here, because our homes, our families and our all are here. Amer-
ica is our home through long residence. Why. then, should we not consider your wel-
fare ours? Chinese immigration, as well as Irish, Tralian and other immigration,
cannot be stopped by the persecution of our law-abiding citizens in the United States.

Treat us as men, and we will do our duty as men, and will aid you to stop this
obnoxious evil that threatens the welfare of this Republic. We do not want any’
more Chinese here than you do. The scarcer the Chinese here. the better would be our
conditions among you.
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